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SAN FTRANCiSCb 'C^^^^^
sexuals are more likely to be vic
tims of domestic violence than
anti-homosexual violence, a sur
vey by the National Coalitiori of
Anti-ViolencePrograms suggests.

Yet the findings indicate that
most homosexuals injured by a
loverneverreport theabuse, much
lesssee their batterers brought to
justice. The survey,released Tues
day, seeks to document that little-
acknowledged truth that homo
sexual relationships can be
ravaged by abuse just as hetero
sexual relationships sometimes
are.

w San PVancisco y. ^r^ixcsearcners omyrecenny nqvpDistrict Attorney's Office is f begiih'to explore saine-sex do"
launchmg a canipaign to heighten --3 tic.violence.Astudypresented, at
awarraess of the crime in homo- .the Fourth Intemationa Family'
sej^ relationsWps, ahdas local -rViplence Research :Cohference
activists ^e on the verge of cfwt- : found that abusive homosexual
mg a hotel voucher'program to .men held many of the same psy-
sheltermalevictims. vcholog as abusive
VLasty^jS^ Francisco's Com- .^-straight men: poor self-esteem?

Agaiiwt Violence and an inability tosustain intimate:
(CUAy), whichparticipated in the . relationships. i
surv^. logged reports from 347 Other studies ofabusive lesbian'
people who calleditshotline seek- relationships report thatbatterers
ing nelp from same-sex domestic tend tn n\»>ritr
violence. At the same time,CUAV
reported 324 incidents of anti-
homosexual harassment from
msults to violence — motivated in
partby the victim's sexual orienta-
tion.
, The survey, which bills itself as

the first national set of statistics
onhomosexii^ domestic violence,
is really an unscientific tabulation
by . commumty activists in six
American cities; Chicago, Colum
bus,. Minneapolis, New York City, -
San^piego .^d San .Francisco. "

uniiqport^i
By Vicki riaddock x • Pprts logged lastyear inSanF^-
SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER " Qsco reprcscnts only a tiny frac-—^tion o.f the actual incidents of

abusive relationships among ho-;
mosexual, bisexualand.tr^gen-
der victims." v? •

The District Attorney's Office
reported handling at most a dozen
cases.

"Ifa case makes it to the [poUce
department'sj domestic violence
unit, ifs Imndled very well," said
'Greg Merrill, CUAV's director of
client services. "Andthe prosecut
ing DAs are excellent The prob
lem is j}eople don't report that
they're victims... and if they"db,

.;it'sa crapshoot whether ^eyfg6ta
respon(&g police ofFicer'l tvho

independence, and that alcohol
and drugs often figure into tiie
abuse. •
; The National Coalition^)fAnti-
Violence Programs estimates
from its review of the scmty re
search that domestic violence oc
curs in a qiikter toa third of same-'
sex relationship^ ^
- One; 50-y^-old artist; identi
fiedmia CUAV testimbni^ as Ben
Abraham, saidthatafterenduring
18,ye^s.pf abuiseat the hands of

- lover^whohe^d b^t him

;:-A.ctivists in ofthesixdtiesSfto 'threaten him^ '̂̂ ^ walked out'
logged more. c^es of domestic'l^rfor good, md^Md got counsel-
violence.:.;man^^ti-homosexual -^..ing. i

nl^r'fiiefpoHce," he'
^ Yet thehompse^ community^ "I^.did not .beUeve^^ionehas beenslowerto rallyaround the^fwould believe me orhelp me » "Ti
rauTOofdotaesttewolcM^i^ who^o rraort
fMrmg It TOuld feed mto prej- it:abuse sometimes confront police
u<hces a^ut thenature ofgay re- 'ataloss for how to handle thecase '

' : V "ForyearsingaKlesbiai^bisej^.,The time lias come for us to -lualandtransgendersituations, po- '
wnfront domestic violence as ; lice didn't ask the right qiiestions?
bravdy as yre have hate violence,'' s^d Susan Breall, mflnafanp at-
said Constance Potter of the Gay . Aomey fortheDA's Domestic Vio-
^d LesbiM Community Action o^ence Unit lot of situations
Cornell mMmneapohs. y rf .were chalk^ uptomiihi^combat

Indeed, CUAV msists that the ^nd police reports were just filed
member of domestic-violence ve-, :
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by William J. Mann
Linda Guida is a children's librarian in upstate New

York. Standing among the shelves of books and the
rows of reading tables she i«, in a very real sense, in the
midst of a battlefield.

"Sometimes it sure feels that way," she says. "Every
time a child picks up a certain book, I worry, 'Is this
going to lead to a battle?'"

Iliose "certain books" happen to be the Gay-themed
titles. And not just any book: what worries Guida most
are the Gay-themed picture books — Heather Has Two
Mommies and Daddy's Roommate and their ilk — the
ones aimed at the youngest readers.

Shaping
minds

Cultural warriors seek place
on children's bookshelves

"TS'S I

s#
"I've

had parents
come lo me wor

ried about what iheir children are reading," she says.
"It's funny how the picture books often cause the great
est stir. We had to remove Heather Has Two Mommies

and Daddy's Roommate for a time."
She says rather than risk a highly public controver

sy, the school board quickly acceded to ihe parents'
demands to take the books off the shelves. "Tliey did
n't want a repeat of what happened in the city," she
said.

"The city," in this case, is New York, where a'pro-
tracted fight in 1992 over the inclusion of Heather and
Daddy's Roommate in the school curriculum drew na
tional headlines. Schools Chancellor Joseph A. Fernan
dez eventually lost his job over the "Rainbow Curricu-'
lunt," an attempt to bring books representing a nmlticul-
tural spectrum into school libraries.

'Hie American Library Association noted a dramatic
increase in reported challenges to Gay-themed books in
public and school librariesafter the New,YorkCity fra
cas, and Ihe trend has continued unabated ever since.
Some of the challenges have been successful, others
have not.

Tlie issue arouses fierce public sentiment, pro and

con. TTiere's an- ongoing battle in Kansas CitVV.Mo.;
over Gay-therned children's books in school libraries,
where the Lesbian-themed young adult novel Annie on-,'
My Mind by Nancy Garden was actually set on fire in a
public book-burning in I993. In Rutland, Vt., last year,'
the public library had to ward off attempts by parents to
have Daddy's Roommate removed from the shelves.
And just last month in Anchorage, Alaska, the school
board voted lo keep as part of ihe curriculum Ihe book
Earihshiiie, which deals with a child whose father is
Gay and has AIDS, after some parents had called for its
removal.

"TTiere's no question that Gay and Lesbian-themed

in schools will continue to

right," says Deanna Duby
iof. People for the American

Way. Duby tracks censorship issues for
the liberal watchdog group based in Washington, D.C.
"The right gets a ton of mileage out of these cases. Any
thing that mentions homosexuality in anything but a
negative way can be-charged with 'promoting a
lifestyle.'" ,

Duby says that children's picture books are often the
hottest i.ssue. • .v-. . ^

"Tliere's always more cohcerrt the younger the chil
dren are," she says. "The right loves to charge that [such
books] are 'teaching sodomy to first graders.'"

Taking the offensive.
Now the tables have turned. Alan Klein, national

communications director for the Gay and Lesbian Al
liance Against Defamation, says his pro-Gay advocacy
group is taking a different strategy in the war over chil
dren's literature. , . . ,

"Ttiis time, we're going after them," he says.
Tlie group recently spoke out against Alfie's Home,

a picture book by Richard Cohen, through press releas
es and online postings. GLAAD accused the author,
Richard Cohen of the International Healing Founda
tion, an organization advocating "reparative therapy"
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for homosexuals, of spreading "lies ancf myths about
.the Gay and Lesbian community."
• The book, first published in 1993,-tells the story of a
boy who thinks he mightbe Gay. In the course of thera-

;py, however, the boy reali^s his attraction for other
boys stem from being sexually abused by an uncle and
from his father's neglect. Alfie ends up straight, even
married to a woman.

Cohen, who lives in Maryland, says he believes that
Alfie's Home presents an alternative perspective for
"those"who wish to change their sexual orientation."

"As a former ho-

f'C. /•

k'&nojfe'

chothera-

pist, 1 am
standing up for what

I believe, and the journey that I have chosen," he says.
"I respect the choice of those who wish to fulfill their
homosexual desires. I would equally appreciate the rec
iprocal respect for my choice."

In any case, Alfie's Home is a first. There are no
other such blatantly anti-Gay picture books aimed at
children. In fact. Gay issues and characters have been
treated quite favorably when they do (admittedly
rarely) appear.

"I cannot think of a single trade book that has had a
negative Gay character," says Roger Sutton, the editor
of The Horn Book, an influential review of children's
literature. Might then Alfie's Home signal a trend?
GLAAD's Klein says he doesn't know, but he's cau
tious. "It very well might be a portent of things to
come."

Shaping minds
Meanwhile, the children for whom these books are in

tended remain at the heart of the debate.
. "Tlie Christian radical right, for that's who really
leads these protests, has the perception that we're try
ing to recruit children into homosexuality via these
books," says Lesl6a Newman, author of Heather Has
Two Mommies. "But Heather isn't about the mothers'
sexual orientation. It's about a little girl who views all
sorts of families around her. It's absurd to Ihink some

kid is going lo read Heather and become Gay."
Indeed, the book is more about having tolerance for

Heather, a little girl in a special situation, than for her
mommies — although there is a cleiu" messagethat their
family is equal to anyolher. It's that message — some
would call it subversive — that so concerns opponents:
Opinions formed at a very young age often last a life
time.

"Thai's what so frightens the Christian right," says
Newman,,"who think we're going to infiuence chil
dren's minds before they have a chance lo."

Continued on page 39


